
BOOK PRESS KIT 

BOOK TITLE The Day I Turned My Brother into a Monkey 

AUTHOR Joan Y. Edwards 

ILLUSTRATOR Ecaterina Leascenco   

BOOK COVER 

 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

The Day I Turned My Brother into a Monkey is a fun read-aloud children’s book. It is a favorite 

for readers in Grades K-4 that explores themes of sibling rivalry, adventure, and magic. Through 

vivid storytelling this fiction, fantasy children’s book invites readers to reflect on the power of 

their words and their ability to solve problems. 

BOOK SUMMARY 

In a moment of sibling frustration, Ginger wishes her brother would become a monkey,. 

Everything goes bananas. Suddenly, her brother is a real monkey! What follows is a 

whirlwind of chaos, laughter, and unexpected heart. A reminder to be careful what you wish 

for and that family is worth every wacky moment.  
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About the Author 

 

Joan Y. Edwards writes fun and imaginative stories that make children laugh while inspiring their 

creativity. She loves connecting with young readers and sharing the joy of storytelling. Her book 

The Day I Turned My Brother into a Monkey brings her playful sense of humor and love of 

family-centered adventures to life. 

WHY READERS LOVE THIS BOOK! 

My favorite part of the book was the naughty monkey eating all of the fruit and 

creating mischief! 

…Brianna Ralston 

 

This story is sweet. I especially enjoyed the relationship between the siblings. I 

loved the details the author gave. The artwork is amazing. 

…Karen Willoughby 

 

If you want to read an interesting story about a pair of siblings who suddenly have 

to adapt to new changes, this is it.  

…Allen Johnson 

 

What a delightful story! I'm sure we've all wished for bad things to befall our 

younger siblings, but this well-written story takes it to a whole new level. The 

illustrations are creative, yet whimsical. It brings a new meaning to the phrase, "Be 

careful what you wish for." 

…Melanie Robertson-King 

 

I loved the silliness of the story and honestly who doesn’t want to turn their brother 

into a monkey?? 

…Melissa Ralston  



“This book will both amuse and stretch the imagination. There is nothing more 

frustrating than having your little brother constantly torment you. One day in 

exasperation, Ginger, the big sister, said aloud: “I wish you would turn into a 

monkey!” How would she explain to her mom that Butch was now a monkey?  

…June Baker! 
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EXCERPT 

from The Day I Turned My Brother into a Monkey Copyright © 2026 Joan Y. Edwards. All 

rights reserved.  

My brother, Butch, pestered me too long. He threw beach balls at me. He 

tossed ping-pong balls at my head. I couldn’t take it anymore. I threw the balls 

back at him. That didn’t seem to stop him from aggravating me. 

I slammed my book down. I pushed my forehead against his and stared 

into his eyes. I said, “I WISH YOU WOULD TURN INTO A MONKEY.” 
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